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promoted the many community fundraisers that were being 
held and carried emergency-related press conferences live, all 
the while updating the Cable TV station's crawls with the 
latest. �� 
 
On Friday, the Sun Prairie Media Center was privileged to get a 
call from the family, asking it to be the sole media at the funeral 
of fallen Sun Prairie Firefighter Cory Barr on Saturday, July 
14. ��"We got the call the afternoon before that the family wanted 
us to make the funeral available for live viewing," said Robbins. 
“Of course we wanted to help out, but it was a challenge to 
scramble together staff for a Saturday shoot on a Friday 
afternoon.  Much appreciation goes to Lisa Wolf and [high 
school production specialist] Jake Robbins [no relation] for 
being there.  We also used some new production equipment that 
we weren’t yet expert with” continued Robbins, “but it allowed 

us to employ multiple cameras in 
different locations around the gym 
without using wires. Going wireless 
was important because the one 
request made of us was to be as 
discreet as possible. We did have a 
couple difficult moments, made all 
the more nerve-wracking as our 
signal was going to several media 
outlets around the state and to a 
jumbotron set up right outside the 
high school."�� 
 
��"We've heard from several people 
how much our coverage meant to 
them," said Robbins. "While we'd 

obviously rather be covering 
different types of happenings in and 
around Sun Prairie, I'd like to think 
that we proved again that not only is 
the media center an important outlet 

for Sun Prairie news and information but also a vital part of the 
community."   Cory Barr's funeral can be viewed online at 
sunprairiemediacenter.com at the KSUN On Demand page. 
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Like many city employees and elected officials, staff working for 
the Sun Prairie Media Center were close to the explosion that 
shook downtown Sun Prairie on Tuesday, July 10.��   
 
As usual, Marc Borland, staff producer/director, was at City 
Hall directing and live broadcasting a city meeting. ��"The plan 
commission meeting had not yet started," remembered Borland, 
"and then the explosion happened. My immediate thought was 
that something had hit the building. That's how immediate and 
severe the impact was. Then, since the meeting hadn't started, I 
ran down the street along with [The Star editor] Chris Mertes to 
see what was going on and take a picture."�� That picture was 
then texted to SPMC Director Jeff Robbins.  Robbins said, "I 
was in Monona at the time at my daughter's swim practice. It 
was hard to tell from the picture how severe the explosion was 
and I couldn't abandon my daughter. But I started seeing more 
messages and getting more reports 
and it became clear that this was a 
pretty major situation.�� Once we left 
the practice and got on Stoughton 
Road, I could see the smoke 
billowing in the air. Then I got in 
touch with a few people, from 
[Economic Development Director] 
Neil Stechschulte to [SPMC 
Production Manager] Lisa Wolf to 
[local radio producer] Bill Baker. 
We decided that the least we could 
do was get on 103.5 FM [the city-
run low-power FM station] and 
pass along whatever information 
we could and advise people to stay 
away from the area." ��   
 
After a couple of hours on the air 
passing along whatever information 
was coming in, Baker and Robbins 
got up early the next morning and 
set up a live radio broadcast at Sun Prairie High School where 
the American Red Cross was serving evacuated families.  ��From 
there Sun Prairie Media Center’s low-power FM station 

Sun Prairie Media Center keeps residents informed during gas explosion disaster 

Sun	Prairie	Media	Center	broadcast	many	live	radio	remotes	at	
disaster	relief	fundraisers,	this	one	at	the	Nitty	Gritty,	a	Sun	Prairie	
restaurant,	which	donated	50%	of	its	sales	that	day.		Mark	Gonwa,	
community	radio	volunteer	producer	(right)	poses	with	a	guest	
wearing	a	red	Sun	Prairie	Strong	t-shirt.	 

The Quarterly is produced by Wisconsin Community Media “supporting community expression through media since 1998.”  Find YOUR community media center by using 
the search tool at www.wisconsincommunitymedia.com. Contact Mary Cardona, Executive Director & Editor at 608-215-5594. 

Did	you	know	that	community	media	centers	are	funded	by	money	provided	by	
Wisconsin’s	cable	companies?		All	companies	offering	cable	services	pay	a	fee	to	use	
the	city	right-of-way.		Cities	choose	to	allocate	these	funds	to	media	centers	so	that	
their	communities	can	be	better	informed.		Media	centers	would	not	exist	without	
this	funding	and	other	in-kind	services	provided	by	cable	companies.				



  

Rice	Lake	
Getting	ready	for	the	next	high	school	
football	season	

August 3, 2018 - This week our play-by-
play commentator for high school 
football, former coach Paul Rogers,  
interviewed Rice Lake High School 
coach Dan Hill about last season’s 
highlights (after all, we were state 
champs!) and about the upcoming season 
and schedule. Last year we streamed the 
games live for the first time and it was a 
huge hit. We’ll be doing it again this 
year.  You really know it’s a fan favorite 
when you get a call from a resident who 
is hugely disappointed that an away 
game isn’t being covered live. – Ryan Van 
Landuyt, Director, Rice Lake Community 
Media 

Wisconsin	Rapids	
Viewers	question	candidates	in	live	
call-in	forum	sponsored	by	LWV		

July 31, 2018 - Wisconsin Rapids 
Community Media and the League of 
Women Voters of Wisconsin Rapids held 
a live forum for Clerk of Courts and 
Sheriff primary races in the WRCM 
studio. The audiences viewing on cable 
television, Facebook or  WRCM's 
website were able to call in their 
questions for the candidates. There were 
over 80 people in attendance at the 
forum filling the studio and hallway 
outside. – Tom Loucks, Multimedia 
Coordinator, Wisconsin Rapids Community 
Media, City of Wisconsin Rapids 

Lake	Mills	
Local	cable	channel	and	Facebook	
page	provide	the	facts	and	engage	
discussion	on	the	dark	store	issue	

In May, the Lake Mills City Council 
discussed refunding a portion of property 
tax dollars back to Walgreens due to 
their “Dark Store” claim. Two days after 
the council meeting, which the 
community cable channel carried live, 
Lake Mills TV posted a video of that 
agenda item on its Facebook page along 
with links to news stories about the topic. 
Within a few days the post reached over 
5,000 people (Lake Mills has a 
population of 5,700), had over 160 
reactions, comments or shares and 
gained 23 new followers for the page. 
Lake Mills TV plans to use this 
technique that combines coverage of 
issues and use of social media to keep 
residents informed on many more issues.  
– Dave Grooman, Cable TV Operator/IT 
Specialist, City of Lake Mills  

Oshkosh	
Friends	of	OCM	offer	free	train	rides	
to	promote	Oshkosh	Media	

August 3, 2018 – On Wednesday the 
Friends of Oshkosh Community Media 
gave 360 free rides on the Menominee 
Park train to promote Oshkosh Media 
and its series, “Heavy Metal,” a fun 
show that introduces residents to the 
heavy equipment owned by the City.  
While the riders enjoyed their free 
popcorn, Oshkosh Media shot video and 
stills for its next episode on the train 
while it was at full capacity.  – Jake Timm, 
Operations Coordinator Oshkosh Media, City of 
Oshkosh 

Kenosha	
KCM	upgrades	to	HD	remote	
production	and	post-production	
facilities	

August 20, 2018 - Over the summer 
Kenosha Community Media produced 
its first High Definition  (HD) video 
production covering the Kenosha Civic 
Veterans Parade.  A new media 
production lab called The Hub enables 
KCM to record two-camera remote 
productions using a NewTek TriCaster 
with teleprompters and a green screen.   
The upgrade is a result of a partnership 
with the Kenosha Public Library, which 
has also created a post-production 
facility with three Mac computers 
equipped with Adobe graphics 
production and I-Movie applications. 
Both The Hub and the post-production 
room are available for community 
producers to use. – Jason Rimkus, Media 
Coordinator, Kenosha Community Media 

Dodgeville	
Newly	renovated	high	school	and	city	
council	chambers	spark	student		
video	productions	

Spring, 2018 - A new space for the 
studio and broadcasting equipment in 
the renovated high school and upgraded 
AV equipment in the city council 
chambers has sparked student video 
production work. In addition to taping 
local government meetings and sports, 
Dodgeville High School students have 
been working on documentaries 
highlighting historic and cultural places 
in Southwest Wisconsin. Locations 
include Governor Dodge State Park, 
American Players Theatre and House on 
the Rock.  As part of the unique project, 
students did extensive research and often 
received behind-the-scenes tours. For 
example, students experienced and 
captured Frank Lloyd Wright's historic 
home and studio at Taliesin during a 
rarely seen winter renovation. – Dale 
Meinholz, Library Media Specialist, Dodgeville 
School District 

Watertown		
Watertown	TV	takes	the	green	screen	
experience	to	Riverfest 
August 13, 2018 – Proclaiming “YOU 
can be on Watertown TV!” the 
Watertown TV “Shout Out” studio went 
on the road on Friday and Saturday 
August 10 and 11 to show how the 
magic of a green screen works.  It was a 
fun interactive experience for kids of any 
age (3 – 103).  Watertown Tourism 
sponsored the event.  – Karen Huismann, 
Media Coordinator, Watertown TV, City of 
Watertown  

Strong Media Centers.  Strong Communities. 

Community	members	learn	how	green	screens	
can	make	you	appear	anywhere	you	like.	

Wisconsin	Rapids	in-studio	audience	listens	to	
candidates	explain	their	positions	on	the	issues.	


